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Dear MAA Members:

I am pleased to announce that MAA has been awarded the 
prestigious ISA Gold Leaf Award for our recent work with 
the Mount Olivet Cemetery Arbor Day project on April 
26th! Representatives from MAA will attend a MAC ISA 
event in October to accept the award. Thanks again to all 
who make these volunteer days such a great success. We are 
working on planning next year’s event. Our tentative event 
date is April 25, 2015.  Please plan to participate!

The Winter Seminar is shaping up nicely. Please save 
the dates on your calendar for January 28th and 29th. 
We will have speakers from the University of Maryland, 
Maryland Cooperative Extension, Bartlett Research Lab 
and MD Department of Natural Resources, among others. 
Once again, the first day of the seminar will cover general 
education and safety training; day two will cover pesticide 
applicators’ recertification. A complete agenda will be 
ready in November and will be distributed to members and 
available on our website, www.mdarborist.com.

This is the last thrice annual publication of Shady Notes. 
Beginning later this fall, Shady Notes will take the form of 
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a routine MAA membership e-blast. Expectations are that 
the new form of Shady Notes will be sent to all members for 
whom the MAA office has an e-mail address, about twice 
a month. In instances where there is urgent association 
information to convey, Shady Notes may have additional 
distribution.

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to say 
THANK YOU to all MAA Members who participate in the 
association and pay dues on an annual basis. It is because of 
all of you, MAA is able to function and fulfill our mission 
of promoting education in the field of arboriculture, 
supporting the success of arborists, and promoting the 
importance of tree care in Maryland.

I wish everyone a safe and productive fall and winter season. 

Best,

John Davis, President 
Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.

John

MAA Earns ISA Gold Leaf Award 
 
The MAA is the new recipient of the ISA Gold Leaf Award. 
The Gold Leaf Award recognizes a project, organization or 
individual for Outstanding Arbor Day Activities. The MAA 
was awarded this honor for our hard work on this year’s 
Arborist Day Project, which was held on April 26th at Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery. A special thank you goes out to all of those 
that helped make this year’s Arborist Day a huge success, all 
of your hard work was certainly appreciated and now  
recognized as well. Members from the MAA will be accepting  
this honor on October 7, 2014 at the annual MAC-ISA meeting. 

Refer to the MAA website’s Volunteerism/Service page, at www.mdarborist.com for photos of the 2014 Arborist Day.

Thank you and Congratulations to the MAA! 

Rooted in Maryland since 1914, Chesapeake Employers’ 
Insurance Company works with members of the 
Maryland Arborist Association to provide safer 
workplaces that help to reduce the number of accidents 
and contain your workers’ comp costs.

Improve job     
   safety 
and trim your 
workers’ 
compensation 
expenses

To learn more about workplace safety and to 
see how Chesapeake Employers can partner 
with your company, 

connect with your local agent, 
call 800-264-4943 or visit ceiwc.com.

Members*
could save

5%
off Chesapeake 

Employers’
eligible tiers**

*Participants of the program must be members of the Maryland Arborist Association (MAA) 
prior to the inception date of the policy.

**Qualifying members of the MAA program must meet Chesapeake Employers’ underwriting 
guidelines to receive this program discount. Eligible tiers are defined within Chesapeake 
Employers’ underwriting guidelines. Discounts provided by this program will not apply to out 
of state payroll. Other States coverage available per Chesapeake Employers’ guidelines.
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Bee, wasp, yellow jacket, and hornet stings are the stings 
that most often trigger allergies. Approximately 2 million 
Americans have allergies to venom from stinging insects, 
with about 40-50 deaths each year attributed to insect sting 
allergies. Reactions to insect stings are grouped into 3 types 
of reactions: normal, localized, and allergic. 

Most reactions to insect stings are considered “normal” 
with pain, swelling, and redness around the sting site. This 
reaction lasts for few hours and then goes away. If stung by 
a bee it is important to remove the stinger from your skin 
immediately because a bee leaves a sac of venom attached 
to the stinger in your skin. Gently scrape the sac and 
stinger out with a finger nail or stiff edged object (like a 
credit card). Do not squeeze the sac or pull on the stinger – 
this will cause it to release more venom into the skin.

Localized reactions usually result in swelling that extends 
beyond the sting site. The insect sting will produce the 
same symptoms of pain, redness around the sting site, but 
will have swelling that extends beyond the sting site over 
the next day or so. For example, a person stung on the 
hand may have swelling of the entire arm. These reactions 
resolve themselves usually in 5 to 10 days.

The most serious reaction to an insect bite is an allergic 
one and is a true medical emergency. This type of reaction 
can result from one sting or multiple stings and is called 
anaphylactic shock. People who have experienced an 
allergic reaction to an insect sting have a 60% chance of a 
similar or worse reaction if they are stung again. Symptoms 
include:
•	 Difficulty	breathing
•	 Hives	(red,	itchy	rash	that	spreads	to	areas	beyond	
 the sting)
•	 Swelling	of	the	face,	throat	or	mouth	
•	 Wheezing	or	difficulty	swallowing
•	 Restlessness	and	anxiety
•	 Rapid	pulse
•	 Dizziness,	loss	of	consciousness,	or	a	sharp	drop	in		 	
 blood pressure

Allergic reactions can occur within minutes after a sting 
and can be fatal. This is a true medical emergency. Do not 
transport the person in your personal or company vehicle. 
Call 911 and get emergency treatment as soon as possible 
if it is a severe reaction to an insect sting. Remember, it 
is important to know the job site location when calling 
911. The job site location should be listed on your job 
briefing and the job briefing should be placed in a location 
accessible to everyone on the crew in case of an emergency.

Most people who are allergic to insect stings know and 
carry an epi-pen to be used if they are stung. Epi-pens are 
prescribed by a person’s physician. Ask your co-workers if 
they are allergic to bee, hornet, or wasp stings and, if they 
are, do they carry an epi-pen. If they do carry an epi-pen 
ask where they keep it during the day and how to use it in 
case they get stung and cannot communicate the location 
of the epi-pen. 

With the cooler weather, bees, hornets and yellow jackets 
will be more aggressive. To avoid being stung follow these 
simple steps:
•	 Hire	a	trained	exterminator	to	remove	infestations	or	

large nests
•	 Avoid	looking	or	smelling	like	a	flower
•	 Always	wear	shoes	when	walking	outside,	especially	in	

the grass
•	 Wear	pants,	long-sleeved	shirts,	gloves,	socks,	and	closed	

toe shoes when working outside
•	 Use	caution	when	working	around	bushes,	shrubs,	trees	

and trash cans
•	 Always	check	food	and	drink	before	consuming	them	

when outdoors
•	 Keep	an	insecticide	approved	for	stinging	insects	

available should treatment of a nest be required

Remember that insect stings can be a true medical 
emergency. When in doubt call 911. ■

Helpful Websites and Articles
www.webmd.com/allergies/guide/insect-stings
www.mayoclinic.org/disease-conditions/bee-stings
www.emedicinehealth.com/bee_and_wasp_stings/

Ron Muir
MAA Safety Committee Chair

540-431-9122

Allergies to Insect Stings

Figure 1 - White Face Hornet Nest Transmission Right of Way 
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October 28, 2014
Single Rope Techniques
Location: Morris Arboretum
Philadelphia, PA
Contact: Jan McFarlan,  
215-247-5777, Ext. 125

November 5, 2014
Trees Matter Symposium
Location: Silver Spring Civic Center
Contact: Montgomery Parks,  
301-962-1451
www.montgomeryparks.org/trees

November 11, 2014
GPS Tree Mapping and GIS 
Solutions for Arborists
Location: Morris Arboretum 
Philadelphia, PA
Contact: Jan McFarlan, 
215-247-5777, Ext. 125

November 13-15, 2014
TCIA Expo
Location: Hartford, CT
Contact: TCIA, 800-733-2622
www.tcia.org

November 14, 2014
Restoration Ecology
Location: Morris Arboretum 
Philadelphia, PA
Contact: Jan McFarlan,  
215-247-5777, Ext. 125

November 13-15, 2014
TCIA Expo
Location: Hartford, CT
Contact: TCIA, 800-733-2622
www.tcia.org

November 17-21, 2014
2014 Irrigation Show & Education 
Conference
Location: Phoenix Convention Center, 
Arizona
Contact: Irrigation Association,  
703-536-7080
info@irrigationshow.org 
www.irrigationshow.org

November 20, 2014
Evaluating and Conserving 
Natural Assets: Planning for green 
infrastructure in the developing and 
urban landscape
Location: VA Department of Forestry, 
Charlottesville, VA
Contact: Green Infrastructure Center
Phone: 434-244-0322

November 21, 2014
Penn-Del ISA Certification Exam
Location: Chambersburg, PA
Contact: ISA, 217-355-9411

December 9-11, 2014
MAC-ISA Certification Course
Location: Charlottesville, VA 
Contact: MAC-ISA, 703-753-0499
www.mac-isa.org 

December 12, 2014
Arborist Certification Exam
Location: Charlottesville, VA
Contact: MAC-ISA, 217-355-9411
www.mac-isa.org

Calendar of Events 2014 - 2015
For a full and updated calendar of events, and to find registration information and event links, please visit the MAA website at 
www.mdarborist.com

2015

January 14-16, 2015
Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show 
(MANTS)
Location: Baltimore Convention 
Center
Contact: MANTS, 410-296-6959
www.mants.com

January 20-23, 2015 
Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short 
Course
Location: Marriott City Center 
Newport News, VA
Contact: The Virginia Horticultural 
Foundation
757-523-4734
www.mahsc.org

January 28-29, 2015
MAA Winter Seminar 
Location: Turf Valley Conference 
Center
Ellicott City, MD
Contact: MAA, 410-321-8082
www.mdarborist.com

February 19-20, 2015
Chesapeake Green
Location: Maritime Institute, 
Linthicum, MD
Contact: MNLA, 410-823-8684
www.mnlaonline.org 

MARYLAND ABORIST ASSOCIATION LICENSE PLATES AVAILABLE
The Maryland Arborist Association sponsors a special state-issued license plate that displays the 
MAA logo, featuring the Wye Oak. Your $50 contribution will cover the MVA fee of $25 and provide 
$25 towards the MAA education fund. 

If you are interested in purchasing this special  
plate, place your order through the MAA website,  
www.mdarborist.com. Near the bottom of the  
homepage you will find a link to the order form. Order Yours Today! 

Just $50.
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important to have only one person managing the follow up 
so that the continuity of information can be maintained. 
Create a computer and/or hard file for related pictures, 
emails, and forms. Create a timeline to document all 
events, phone conversations, and discussions relating to 
the accident.
 
Retraining
Use the details of the accident to conduct a safety 
meeting for all drivers. Provide focused retraining for 
the driver that was involved. Include copies of retraining 
documentation in the accident file.
 
Having a process in place for dealing with an auto 
accident can significantly reduce anxiety and inefficiency. 
Additionally, handling an accident in a professional 
fashion sends a clear message to insurance representatives, 
safety inspectors, employees, judges, and juries that the 
company takes auto safety seriously, effectively minimizing 
the impact to the company and allowing for a smoother 
return to normal business operations. ■

Stephen G. Sprague, RCA, CTSP
Secretary, Maryland Arborist Association

Carroll Tree Service, Inc. 
Vice President of Safety & Administration

Ph: 410-998-1100

We all know that tree work is dangerous. Many of us 
expend significant effort towards how to respond to work 
site incidents. However, we often forget that one of the 
most common incidents that our industry must deal with 
is an auto accident. Without the proper procedures in 
place, even minor auto accidents can become more costly 
than necessary. Auto accidents cannot be eliminated, but 
their rate of occurrence can be reduced and their impact to 
ongoing operations can be minimized. The outline below 
provides some suggestions for dealing with auto accidents.
 
Training
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
and The Department of Transportation (DOT) view our 
drivers as professional commercial drivers whether they 
possess a CDL or not. As such, we need to ensure drivers 
are properly trained, and that training is documented. 
Training can prevent incidents from occurring, and training 
documentation can mitigate liability should a serious 
incident occur. Have all new drivers complete a supervised 
road test. Make driver safety a part of weekly safety 
meetings. Cause drivers to internalize the importance of 
carrying out these duties in a safe and professional manner. 
 
Response
Assign a supervisor trained in detecting persons under the 
influence of drugs and alcohol to respond to auto accidents. 
Provide specific instructions on what drivers should do if 
an accident occurs. These instructions should include the 
following:
1. call first responders if appropriate;
2. call assigned supervisor;
3. refrain from admitting fault;
4. exchange information, including injury information, with 

other drivers;
5. take pictures of property damage if possible;
6. comply with direction from first responders;
7. remain at the scene until supervisor arrives.
 
The responding supervisor should:
1. complete an accident investigation form designed to 

capture all relevant information;
2. ensure pictures of property damage are taken if possible;
3. escort the driver to complete a DOT-regulated drug and 

alcohol screening. 
 
Administrative Follow Up
The responding supervisor or an administrative designee 
should initiate contact with insurance companies and 
handle all resulting paperwork and correspondence. It is 

9
Safety—Employee Auto Accidents: A Crash Course 

Insurance Specialists for the 
Green Industry

Delivering Customized Insurance Solutions & 
Exceptional Service Since 1977

MATT SIMMONS
Vice President

GEORGETOWN INSURANCE SERVICE, INC. 
10010 Colesville Road, Suite A

Silver Spring, MD 20901
Tel: 301-681-9645 • Fax: 301-593-2590

matt@georgetownins.com

www.georgetownins.com
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Honeybee researchers in Germany are using the system 
developed by the English to track honeybees exposed 
to neonicotinoids, exposed under lab conditions. They 
have found that exposing bees to 5- 50 part per billion of 
neonicotinoids results in bee behavior modification and 
in some cases, death. Untreated honeybees were released 
along with bees fed the nectar, with a neonicotinoid added 
at 6 ppb. The bees were released and allow to return to the 
hive. The bees appear to have an internal tracking system 
that allows them to find their hive. When they are released 
in unfamiliar surroundings they will use visual cues to 
locate the hive. The treated and untreated bees returned 
with little trouble. The researchers varied the trials moving 
the honeybees to an unfamiliar location, and released 
neonics-treated bees along with control honeybees. The 
untreated honeybees found the hive 100% of the time 
in the trials. Honeybees treated with neonics had greater 
difficultly locating the hive with the visual cues and many 
did not return to the hive. Keep in mind these honeybees 
were artificially treated in lab conditions, and then 
released.

Researchers in England are mounting the micro-antennae 
on honeybees and tracking their foraging patterns and 
looking at what flowers they are visiting. The purpose is to 
determine if in field conditions the honeybees dilute the 
neonics nectar with other nectar sources and what impact 
this has on bee health. This research is continuing into 
2015 and the results will hopefully be available sometime 
in 2015. 

In France, neonicotinoids were banned over 10 years 
ago and bee keeper continue to experience colony bee 
health issues even in the absence of neonicotinoids. 
Neonicotinoids are widely used in agriculture in Australia 
and the bee colonies, and so far, appear to be doing fine. 

Pollen Sources
Land use researchers are looking at historical use of 
agricultural land and comparing it to modern agricultural 
practices. One thing they have noted is that in the early 
20th century the agricultural land use involved multiple 
crops with many open areas with diverse pollen sources. 
In the 21st century they noted large planting of a limited 
number of crops planted in large blocks. Many of these 
crops are poor pollen sources for pollinators. Bee colony 
health appears to be tied to honeybee foraging on multiple 
sources of nectar. In England they are conducting field 
trials on cooperating farms, planting strips of various 

flowers to serve as a diverse nectar source. They are finding 
bumblebee species population are up to 6 times greater in 
number at the farm planting pollen rich and diverse flower 
sources.

This practice of planting pollen source planting strips, at 
least based on early stages of investigation, appears to be a 
good way to improve pollinator health. 

We will continue to keep you informed on pollinator 
health and ways you can help maintain healthy populations 
of pollinators at your farms, nurseries, and landscapes. 

Editor’s note: The MAA website maintains an on-going 
resource, highlighting articles on both sides of the neonics 
debate. Go to the Resources page of the MAA website, 
www.mdarborist.com, for more information. ■ 

Protecting Pollinators—Part II

In part I of this article, 
Paula Shrewsbury and 
I covered the concerns 
about negative impacts on 
pollinators. This original 
article is available and 
posted at www.Extension.
umd.edu/IPM.

This part II update helps 
us understand what is 
currently known.

Several entomologists 
in the United States and 
Europe are investigating 
the multiple causes of pollinators’ decline in health, with 
much of the concentration on honeybees and bumblebees. 
This report will help update people in the horticulture 
industry on what is being found through scientific research 
in America and Europe. 

Varroa mites
One of the causes of honeybee and bumblebee troubles is a 
small parasitic mite called a varroa mite. Varroa mites were 
first found in Maryland in the early 1990s. Since then these 
mites have been found in honeybee colonies worldwide. 
How do the mites spread to a bee colony? Varroa mites 
spread from colony to colony by drifting workers and 
drones within an apiary. Honey bees can also acquire these 
mites when robbing smaller colonies. The mite is also 
moved about by transporting honeybee colonies from one 
State to another. 

Varroa mites are external honeybee parasites that attack 
both the adults and the brood, with a distinct preference 
for drone brood. They suck the blood from both the adults 
and the developing brood, weakening and shortening the 
life span of the ones on which they feed. Emerging broods 
may be deformed with missing legs or wings. Untreated 
infestations of varroa mites that are allowed to spread 
will kill honeybee colonies. The varroa mite has also been 
found to transmit disease to the bees. 

The adult female mites are reddish-brown in color, 
flattened, oval, and measure about 1 to 1.5 mm across. 
They have eight legs. They are large enough to be seen with 
the unaided eye on the thorax, most commonly, and on 
the bee’s abdomen. Their flattened shape allows them to 

hide between the bee’s 
abdominal segments.
Under field conditions 
the Varroa mite ,Varroa 
jacobsoni, were shown to 
be highly effective vectors 
of deformed wing virus 
(DWV) between bees. 
This viral disease cause 
bees to have deformed 
wings that do not allow 
flight. A relationship 
was found between 
increasing numbers of 
mites on individual bees 
and the incidence of 

morphological deformity and death.

How are bee keepers controlling varroa mites?
If a colony is found to be infested, all colonies at the site 
are generally treated for mites with Apistan strips. These 
strips contain miticide fluvalinate and are not to be 
used during honey flow, or when there is surplus honey 
present in the colony that may be removed for human 
consumption at a later date. The use of a miticide in a 
honeybee colony is not completely desirable for the health 
of the bees, but the varroa mite is considered the greater 
threat to bee colony health. 

A predatory mite that has been used for fungus gnat 
control is now being use in honeybee colonies to reduce 
varroa mite populations. Hypoapis miles was tested by 
researchers and honeybee keepers in Canada during 2013 
and 2014 for the effects of the predatory mite on the 
numbers of varroa mites in infected hives. Positive results 
have been found so far. 

Neonicotinoid and Fungicide Impact on Bees
Several researchers are examining the impact of 
neonicotinoids and classes of fungicides including 
chlorothalonil and how they impact bees. Researchers in 
England have developed a small transmitting antennae that 
weighs 1/10 the weight of the honeybee female. The female 
honeybee can carry up to half of her body weigh in nectar 
and pollen so the weight of the antennae does not impinge 
on the honeybee’s flight. The small micro-antennae is 
attached to the upper thorax of the honeybee then the 
honeybee is released. The researchers used a radar disc and 
computer software to track the flight of the honeybee.

Stanton Gill, Extension Specialist in IPM for Greenhouses, 
Nurseries and Landscapes, University of Maryland, Central 
Maryland Research and Education Center
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City of Frederick 
Historic Preservation Commission 
 
For Immediate Release

Announcement (September 2014) – Plantings and Tree 
Removals 

In the Historic District, the Commission must approve the 
following regarding trees: 
•	 Tree	Removal	–	The	removal	of	trees	over	12	inches	in	

diameter must be approved by the commission. 

Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy – Historic Preservation Planner 
E-mail: lmroszczyk@cityoffrederick.com 
Phone: 301-600-6278

Christina Martinkosky – Historic Preservation Planner
E-mail: cmartinkosky@cityoffrederick.com
Phone: 301-600-1831 ■

Press Releases 
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OUR MISSION
The mission of the Maryland 
Arborist Association, Inc. 
is to promote education in 
the field of arboriculture, 
to support the success of 
arboriculture and to promote 
the importance of tree care. 
The association will provide 
a forum for the exchange 
of information and will 
encourage professionalism 
through the collective efforts 
of the members.

Craig Sult

Ronald Sheppard

Heather Lowery

Ryan Cordrey

Licensed Tree Experts

Maryland DNR Tree Expert 
Exams

The Maryland Licensed Tree Expert Exam schedule for  
2014 is as follows: (All are held on the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month)
Nov 5   

Dec 10 

All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters in Annapolis. 
Pre-registration is required. Please visit www.dnr.state.md.us/
forests/programspps/newtreeexpert.asp, for further information 
and to apply.

Note: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the lobby.  
Valid photo ID is required for entry. Directions and parking  
information can be found at: www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html

Congratulations to the following persons who recently 
passed the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert Exam:
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Cherry Leaf Spot Blumeriella jaapii

I. Introduction: 
Cherry leaf spot is generally distributed throughout the 
U.S., Canada, and various parts of the world where humid 
conditions occur. In the eastern and Midwestern portions 
of the U.S., the disease most seriously affects the foliage of 
tart, sweet, and English Morello cherries. Tart cherries are 
generally more susceptible. In addition, various wild and 
cultivated hosts of the genus, Prunus, can also be affected 
by this disease, although a different species of the fungus 
affects plum.

II.Symptoms: 
This fungus primarily attacks the leaves, although it may 
also infect leaf stems, fruit, and fruit stems. In the spring, 
one to three weeks after petal fall, the disease first appears 
as small, purplish spots on theupper surface of the leaves. 
These spots eventually turn brown. Most spots are circular; 
however, when abundant, they often coalesce and form 
large, irregular dead patches (photo 2-70). After six to eight 
weeks, the spots cease to enlarge, separate from healthy 
tissue and drop out, leaving a “shot-holed” appearance. 
Frequently, there are areas around the spots which remain 
green, giving the leaf a mottled appearance. During wet 
periods, whitish, felt-like patches appear in the center of the 
spots on the underside of the leaves. These contain spores 
of the causal fungus. The spots tend to be somewhat larger 
on sweet cherry leaves than on tart cherry leaves. After 
leaves become infected, they turn yellow and fall off. The 
most conspicuous symptom of leaf spot, especially on tart 
cherries, is the yellowing of older, infected leaves before 
they drop. Entire trees can be defoliated by midsummer. 
This premature defoliation weakens trees and makes them 
more susceptible to cold injury the following winter. Entire 
blocks may be killed in years when cold winters follow 
severe leaf spot infections. If early spring infections are 
severe, the fruit will fail to mature. Early and repeated 
defoliation can also result in small, weak fruit buds, death 
of fruiting spurs, reduction in fruit set and size, and 
reduced shoot growth. Trees may become stunted or killed 
if defoliation occurs through successive seasons.

III. Disease Cycle: 
There are two stages in the life cycle of this fungus, 
described as follows:

Primary cycle: The fungus overwinters in diseased leaves 
on the ground. In the spring, fruiting structures called 
apothecia develop on these leaves. Around bloom or shortly 
afterwards, ascospores are formed within these fruiting 
structures. During wet periods, ascospores are forcibly 
discharged from these leaves and are carried upward by 
wind and splashing rain to infect newly developing leaves. 
Sometimes the first sign of infection may be on suckers 
close to the ground. During this primary cycle, most spores 
are discharged from bloom to four to six weeks after petal 

fall. Infection early in the primary cycle is limited, for 
the new leaves are small and not as susceptible, and also 
because the stomata of these leaves are still immature. It 
is through these stomata that the fungus gains entry into 
the leaf. Another factor that limits infection are the low 
temperatures that usually occur in the early spring.

Once ascospores are ejected, they attach to the young 
leaves, germinate in a film of water, and penetrate through 
stomata on the underside of the leaf surface within a few 
hours. Small, purplish spots appear on the upper leaf 
surfaces in about 10 to 14 days after the first infections. 
The incubation period from the first infection to the 
appearance of spots varies with temperature and can occur 
in as little as five days. Temperatures of 60 to 68 F (16-20 C) 
are most favorable for disease development.

Secondary cycle: Eventually, the fungus produces conidia 
on the underside of the leaf. These conidia are responsible 
for the extensive spread of the disease. During wet periods, 
conidia appear as whitish-pink sticky masses of spores and 
are spread from leaf to leaf by water. If weather conditions 
for disease development are conducive, infection can 
become increasingly abundant as the season progresses. 
New infections can occur throughout the summer and fall 
due to the rapid increase and spread of the fungus during 
wet periods by means of repeated generations of conidia.

IV. Monitoring: 
In early spring, while trees are still dormant, monitor the 
orchard floor for the presence of leaf litter which is the 
source of primary inoculum. Observe 50 leaves on each 
sample tree for the presence of spots (photo 2-70) four to 
six weeks after petal fall. Spots may be only pinpoint in 
size. During wet, humid periods, examine the underside of 
leaves to determine if masses of whitish-pink conidia are 
beginning to form. Be familiar with leaf spot symptoms as 
this disease is sometimes confused with
other problems, such as virus diseases and spray injury. 
Record the occurrence of defoliation due to this disease.

V. Management: 
Fungicides are the primary means for managing cherry leaf 
spot. All commercially acceptable cultivars of cherry are 

susceptible to the disease. Start fungicide applications at 
petal fall, or after the first leaves have unfolded, and repeat 
applications every 7 to 10 days until harvest, and conclude 
with one or two postharvest applications, beginning 2 to 
3 weeks after harvest. Spraying alternate sides of trees on 
a 7-day schedule, rather than spraying both sides on a 10-
day schedule, will improve efficiency of fungicide use. The 
disease is more difficult to control on sour cherries because 
of their high susceptibility. ■

Text prepared by J.W. Travis, J.L. Rytter, and A. R. Biggs

Reprinted with permission from West Virginia University, 
Kearneysville Tree Fruit Research and Education Center; 
and The Mid-Atlantic Orchard Monitoring Guide, 1995, 
NRAES Publication #75, H. Hogmire, editor.

S A V E  T H E  D A T E  

2015 Annual Maryland 
Arborist Association 
Winter Seminar
January 28 and 29, 2015
Turf Valley Resort and 
Conference Center
Ellicott City

Day 1: 
Program is dedicated  
to safety training  
and education for field  
employees and managers 

Day 2:  
Pesticide recertification  
training day. 

 
 

More details will be coming soon, please stay 
tuned to the MAA website, www.mdarborist.com 
for event details, including registration information.



1716
New Members

The MAA recently launched its new website. In addition to 
its new design, the website also integrates the MAA mem-
bership directory. Members may access the membership 
directory by executing the following process:

•		Go	to	the	website,	www.mdarborist.com	
•	 In	the	upper	right	hand	corner,	enter	your	username	

and password, and select “Go.” (Since this is a brand new 
system, most of you will not know your user name and 
password. To retrieve your username and password, click 
on the text that says “Forgot your password? Click here.” 
Then enter your e-mail address and your user name and 
password will be sent to you. If you do not receive an 
e-mail within a minute, check your spam box. If you still 
do not have the password e-mail, then the system does 
not recognize the e-mail address you are using. Give us a 
call in the office and we’ll let you know what e-mail ad-
dress we have on record for you.)

•	 The	next	screen	shows	your	company		 	
profile. On this page you can edit any   
information that you need to,  
including changing your username  
and password, if desired.

•	 On	this	same	screen,	review	the	menu	 
on the left. Select “Online Directory”  
to access the membership directory.

•	 On	the	next	screen,	you	can	enter	 
specific search criteria, or just hit the  
search button, and all members will  
appear listed on your screen.

The site has two searchable membership 
directories. Members may search the full 

Instructions for Member Login

START
HERE 

Have something to contribute  
to Shady Notes?
 
We welcome your company  
news and updates, or columns 
with your professional insight.
 
Please e-mail any submissions  
you have for Shady Notes to  
office@mdarborist.com

Welcome to the following new members of the MAA.

Find complete contact information on all MAA members 
via the membership portal of the MAA website,  
www.mdarborist.com

United Landscaping, Inc.

James Bowen

membership database, by logging in to the membership 
portal. Non-members may view only members classified 
as Licensed Tree Experts, from the Consumers tab of the 
website.
 
Also, please note that a full Maryland Green Industry Cal-
endar is accessible from the homepage of the website. We 
update this calendar frequently and include many events 
sponsored by multiple Maryland organizations, as well 
as MAC-ISA and TCIA. So, if you are looking for events, 
remember to check this website.
 
If you have any questions about the new website or  
membership directory, please let the MAA office know. 
The site is still brand new and we’ll be working to polish 
it off within the next few months. We can be reached at 
office@mdarborist.com or via 410-321-8082. ■

From fertilizers to plant protectants and agronomic 
services, we are dedicated to providing our clients with 
trusted solutions to today’s arboriculture challenges. 
Check us out at www.fisherandson.com

800-262-2127  •  Family owned since 1928

T h e  M a r y l a n d  a r b o r i s T  a s s o c i a T i o n

Thanks – to our generous sponsors.

Georgetown Insurance
www.georgetowninsurance.com

Winter Seminar Sponsors
Altec • American Arborist Supplies • American Test Center • Direct Solutions

Mauget • John Deere Landscapes • Newsome Seed, Inc.
Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements • Security Equipment

White Oak Sponsors

Vermeer Mid Atlantic
www.vermeermidatlantic.com

Chesapeake Employers’ Insurance Company 
www.ceiwc.com

Gambrills Equipment Co.  
www.sawdocmd.com

Moran Insurance
www.moraninsurance.com 
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September 9, 2014 

From the AGNR - It is with great sadness that we share the news that Dr. Frank L. Bentz, Jr. died late yesterday 
afternoon. He was 95 and resided in Ellicott City. 

Dr. Bentz was a 1942 agronomy graduate, and earned his PhD in agriculture in 1952. He served the University of 
Maryland in various capacities including Vice President for Agriculture and Legislative Affairs in the’70s & ‘80s. 
He was a highly regarded voice and advocate for agriculture, Extension and the College. He followed activities in 
the agricultural community and college very closely over the years after his retirement.

As you know, his daughter, Susan ’83 MS, has been a wonderful addition to the AGNR alumni chapter board of 
directors. She would frequently visit Dr. Bentz after our meetings to keep him in the loop and get his perspective 
on things. 

Please keep Susan, her sister, Anne ’98 DMA, and brother, Frank ’81 and their families in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

Dr. Bentz’s wife, Elaine, died in 2006. Cards and notes can be sent to: 
Susan Bentz, 11614 35th Place, Beltsville, MD 20705 ■

Obituary for Dr. Frank L. Bentz, Jr. 

Tree Benefits Calculator
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources sponsors 
a program called “Marylanders Plant Trees. This program 
offers consumers a coupon towards the purchase of a  
new tree.

A really exciting tool unveiled with the launch of this 
program is a “tree benefit calculator,” which consumers or 
industry folk can use to quantify the benefits of planting 
a tree. Landscape contractors, arborists, and retailers, 
especially may want to be aware of this calculator, to 
further educate your customers on the benefits of trees. 

The calculator provides data on storm water runoff 
intercepted by a tree, impact of the tree on property 
value, energy conserved by the presence of the tree, 
contribution of the tree to air quality, and effect of the 
tree on the reduction of atmospheric carbon. 

To access the calculator, go to www.treebenefits.com, 
which is a separate page found within the Marylander’s 
Plant Trees website. ■
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• Membership Directory with member 
 search options
• Up-to-date industry calendar
• Classified ads which members can post 
 and track resumes/ responses
• Business resources
• Shady Notes Newsletter
 (electronic issues)
• MaGIC updates

We have answers when you have questions …

www.mdarborist.com

The MAA web site is designed for our members and is your single source for the answer to 
almost any question. The site is your:

• Industry calendar includes: 
 – Event postings from organizations and   
  educational institutions around the 
  Mid-Atlantic region; 
 –  Resources for finding CEUs for pesticide  
  recertification, nutrient management   
  recertification, and general education in  
  horticulture topics;
 –  MAA events including the Annual Winter  
  Recertification Seminar, Arborist Day,   
  and more

Visit www.mdarborist.com today!
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